Winter Nights, Winter Lights: Sensory Story

Welcome to the Quad City Botanical Center! We are so excited that you
have chosen to attend our Winter Nights, Winter Lights display
presented by MidAmerican Energy Company.
Before entering the botanical center, you will need to find parking.
There is free parking available on the East and South sides of the
gardens. There is accessible parking available in the front row of spots
in both of these areas.
After parking, you can follow the path through our Ability Garden and
towards our Ticket Booth, where you can purchase tickets or check-in if
you purchased tickets in advance. Additionally, you can receive a map
and ask any questions here. Once you have entered through the gates,
you will be greeted by our sprawling East Lawn.
Restrooms are located in the back of our main building. They can be
accessed through the Sun Garden or the back of the West Lawn.

Our East Lawn holds a bright array of lights that will help to amplify
the holiday spirit. Once in this garden, you do not need to worry about
following a specific path, just enjoy yourself!
Around our Pond, you will find brick paths guiding you to different
areas of the East and West Lawns. The trees surrounding the pond will
be illuminated, allowing for great photos! At this point, you can choose
what area you want to explore next.

After you are done exploring the pond, you can enter the Sun Garden
through the two doors on either side of the pond. This garden is home to
many tropical plants and a waterfall. Stay on the paths and you can
explore this garden as long as you would like. Please note that due to
mechanical equipment, the Sun Garden does have loud white-noise
esque background noise. At the back of the Sun Garden, there are two
sets of doors that will bring you out to our Lobby.
Our Lobby is not only home to more decorations and a small sitting
area, but also our Gift Shop. In the Gift Shop, you will find plants,
QCBC merchandise, and snacks and drinks for purchase.

Our West Lawn can be found just past the Pond. The pergola in this
garden makes for a wonderful photo opportunity that will look great on
your holiday cards! Just past the West Lawn, you will find Santa’s
Sleigh, which is another incredible photo opportunity, but we ask that
you please do not touch or climb on the sleigh.
Pat’s Garden is a magical winter village located at the back of the West
Lawn adorned with a pergola and a picturesque winter wonderland.
The Hobbit House is located next to Pat’s Garden and before the
entrance to the Children’s Garden. The inside of the Hobbit House has
been lovingly decorated by Shirley Wiklund to encapsulate the
wonderful image of Santa’s Workshop.

The Canopy is the home of our hot chocolate station, for purchase,
provided by RozzTox. Come inside to warm up and enjoy a delectable
cup of cocoa, coffee, or tea.

The Children’s Garden is filled with paved pathways and plenty of
open space to explore. The tunnel in the Children’s Garden is another
wonderful photo opportunity! We ask that you go up the path on the
right side of the Children’s Garden and down the left side. The
Children’s Garden is also home to our splash pad which is open to the
public as a way to cool off during the hot Quad City summers. The
splash pad follows the contours of the Mississippi River.

Just past the Children’s Garden, you will find the Headwaters, a garden
mirroring Lake Itasca. Lake Itasca is where our Mighty Mississippi
begins. These gardens will be lit up and helping to make sure that the
holiday spirit is in full swing.
Our Activity Room can be found in the indoor banquet room. In this
area guests will have the option to make one of two crafts. These crafts
include making and decorating ornaments and making festive mushroom
decorations.
The Olmsted Room is one of our indoor banquet rooms. Inside the
Olmsted Room there will be therapy dogs from Quad Cities Canine
Assistance Network. Throughout the night, the dogs may venture out of
the room.
In the main hallway, you can find our Quilt display. These quilts are on
loan to us from the Mississippi Valley Quilters Guild. Please note that
these quilts are for looking at, not touching.

Our Train Garden holds a dancing light show. Lights synchronized
with your favorite holiday tunes will dance around in a mesmerizing
fashion. There will be flashing lights in this area, so please be careful if
anybody in your party is photosensitive.
We appreciate that you have taken the time to enjoy our Sensory Night!
To Exit, please find your way to the Lobby and out of our main doors.
To exit, you will have to pass the Train Garden, which will run every 10
minutes. If you have concerns about passing these flashing lights, you
can exit through our East Lawn.

